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Ballad of Youth

Eighteen—-year—-olds royal guards,

In martial dress, serving the Crown of Han.

With goshawk on arm, beside the Golden Hall,

With bow—pellets in fingers, by the Jade Carriage
On the Empire’ s road, spring winds rise
Accompanying the outing, they depart from Jianzhang (Palace).
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Attending the hunt beneath the Tall Poplars,
Enjoying the Crown’ s favor and shooting the flying prey.
Dust rises, and horse shadows vanish;

Arrows fall, and goose ranks grow thin.

At twilight, they follow the imperial retinue,

In succession, entering the latticed gates
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The Traveling Knight

A jade sword athwart his knees,

A golden cup tilts upon his horse

In dawn, roaming the Maoling Road,

At night, lodging in Phoenix City.

“(You) the bold clerks may wonder and suspect,

»

But don’ t trouble yourself for asking a House or Name.
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